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Grammer:  ability vs. obligation - ‘can’ and ‘have to’ 
 
‘Can’ expresses ability 
 Example:  I can work at the restaurant or the hotel.   (I have a choice) 
‘Have to’ expresses obligation 
 Example:  I have to work if I want to eat.  (I don’t have a choice) 

 
Write the banking activity under ‘can’ or ‘have to.’ 

 Pay a fee at an ATM (not my bank) 

 Use ATM card at stores, gas stations or 
supermarkets 

 Get money orders from my bank 

 Pay extra to cash a check at a check cashing 
business 

 Call the bank to get information 

 Use the internet to find our about your 
account 

 Pay interest when you get a loan 

 Have enough money in my account to write 
a check 

 Sign my name to checks for payment 

 Pay bills with my checks 

 
You can You have to… 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 


